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1. ABSTRACT

Grb10 is a member of a superfamily of adaptor
proteins that includes Grb7 and Grb14. This family of
proteins shares a common overall structure, including an N-
terminal region harboring a conserved proline-rich motif, a
central Pleckstrin homology (PH) domain, a C-terminal Src
homology 2 (SH2) domain, and a conserved region located
between the PH and the SH2 domains (BPS). Grb10
directly interacts with a number of mitogenic receptor
tyrosine kinases including the insulin (IR) and insulin-like
growth factor-I (IGF-IR) receptor.  Grb10 binds to the
regulatory kinase loop of the insulin receptor (IR) via its
SH2 and BPS domains. In addition to receptor tyrosine
kinases, Grb10 has also been found to interact with non-
receptor tyrosine kinases such as Tec and Bcr-Abl, and
other cellular signaling molecules such as Raf-1 and the
mitogen activated protein (MAP) kinase kinase, MEK.

 Overexpression of Grb10 has been shown to inhibit or
stimulate insulin/IGF-I signaling depending on the
expression levels of the specific isoforms, specific cell
context, and/or physiologic endpoint. Genetic imprinting of
Grb10 has been linked to the congenital disease, Silver-
Russell syndrome, which is characterized by pre- and post-
natal growth deficiency. This data suggests that Grb10 may
function during embryogenesis in regulating insulin/IGF-I
signaling as these growth factors play important roles
during development. A role of Grb10 as a potent growth
inhibitor during was implicated when disruption of the
mGrb10 gene in mice resulted in overgrowth of mutant
embryos and neonates. Grb10 is expressed in the central
nervous system of mice and rats, which suggests that this
protein may regulate neuronal insulin signaling and energy
metabolism, consistent with its reported role in metabolic
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Figure 1. Organization of the mouse and human Grb10
genes. Vertical lines indicate the position of the exons
encoding Grb10 transcripts. The exons encoding the PR,
PH, BPS and SH2 domains are indicated.

Figure 2. Schematic representation of the different Grb10
isoforms. Note that the scale is different for each protein in
order to facilitate homology comparisons of the different
domains between the human and mouse splice variants.

insulin action in fat and muscle cells. An important area of
future investigation will be to elucidate the mechanism
underlying Grb10’s ability to regulate peptide hormone
action including insulin/IGF-I signaling and to study the
physiological role of this adaptor protein in cellular and
animal models.
2. INTRODUCTION

Grb10 belongs to the Grb7/10/14 superfamily of
adaptor proteins, which is characterized by the presence of
an N-terminal proline rich region, a central pleckstrin
homology (PH) domain, followed by a domain between the
PH and SH2 domains termed the BPS region, and a C-
terminal SH2 domain (1-5). The N-termini of the
Grb7/10/14 family members exhibits the lowest amino acid
homology apart from a highly conserved proline-rich motif
(P(S/A)IPNPFPEL). The SH2 domain is the most highly
conserved region within the superfamily with the Grb14
SH2 domain exhibiting 67 % and 74 % amino acid identity,
respectively, when compared to the corresponding domain
of Grb7 and Grb10 (4).

Grb7/10/14 family members also share high
sequence homology with the Caenorhabditis elegans gene

product Mig-10 (6). Although Mig-10 does not contain a
SH2 domain, it possesses both a PH domain and a proline-
rich region, reminiscent of the Grb7/10/14 superfamily,
leading to the term GM region (for Grb10 and Mig). Mig-
10 is involved in the regulation of neuronal cell migration
during embryonic development of C.elegans (7). In this
aspect, Mig-10 is similar in function to the first member of
the Grb7/10/14 family, Grb7, which mediates signal
transduction regulating cell migration and is implicated in
the invasive properties of certain types of cancer (8).

Sequence comparison analysis led to the
identification of a conserved region known as the RA-like
domain (Ral GDS/AF6 or Ras-Associating) in members of
the Grb7/10/14 family of proteins (9). This domain spans
approximately 90-100 amino acids, and is located between
the proline-rich region and the PH domain. In the case of
human Grb7, it encompasses amino acids 101 to 191.
Typically, RA domains represent one of several conserved
domains that mediate association with members of the Ras
superfamily GTPases (10).  Whether the putative RA
domain in Grb7/10/14 proteins actually promotes binding
to Ras GTPases remains to be established.

Despite a growing body of data on the subject,
the cellular/physiological role of Grb10 remains unclear, in
particular its molecular mechanism of action, partly due to
conflicting observations (5). However, a role of Grb10 in
regulating the metabolic and mitogenic responses to insulin
and IGF-I is well supported by various reports (11-14).  In
this review, we present the current knowledge on the role
of this enigmatic protein in regulating cellular signaling and
the potential mechanisms of Grb10 function. We also
discuss the link between Grb10 imprinting and Silver-
Russell syndrome, and address major unanswered questions
regarding Grb10 function.

3. GRB10 DISCOVERY, GENOMIC STRUCTURE
AND SPLICE VARIANTS

Grb10 was originally identified as a binding
partner of the epidermal growth factor (EGF) receptor,
however, a functional role of Grb10 in EGF action has not
been established. In this approach, a bacterial expression
library derived from NIH3T3 cells was screened with the
autophosphorylated carboxyl terminal tail of the epidermal
growth factor (EGF) receptor as a probe which identified  a
cDNA encoding mouse Grb10 (mGrb10) (3).  In the same
year, the first human variant of Grb10 (hGrb10) was
identified as a cellular partner of the insulin receptor in a
yeast-2-hybrid screen of a cDNA library derived from
HeLa cells using the cytoplasmic domain of the insulin
receptor as bait (2). Simultaneously, a similar screen of a
mouse embryonic library using the cytoplasmic domain of
the murine Ret tyrosine kinase receptor as bait also
identified the SH2 domain of mGrb10, an interaction which
was duplicated in vitro and in 293 T cells (15).  In addition,
mouse Grb10 was independently identified as an
interacting partner of the insulin and IGF-I receptors in a
yeast-2-hybrid screen (16). Since then, additional human (4
in total) and mouse (3 in total) Grb10 variants were
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discovered and described in different experimental
strategies to interact with receptor tyrosine kinases (17-21).

The murine Grb10 gene resides on the proximal
arm of chromosome 11, spans approximately 110 kb, and
consists of 18 exons (Figure 1) (3, 22). Mouse Grb10
exon/intron boundaries according to the Ensemble genome
server predict that exon 4 encodes the proline-rich (PR)
domain, while exons 10-13, 13-16, and 16-18 encode the
PH, BPS, and SH2 domains, respectively (22). The  mouse
Grb10 gene produces two major transcripts, mGrb10alpha
(3) and mGrb10delta (20). While both transcripts initiate at
exon 1, mGrb10delta lacks exon 5 (22), resulting in the
absence of 25 amino acids located between the proline-rich
region and the PH domain (Figure 2) (20). Northern blot
analysis with a probe of mostly 3’-untranslated sequences
suggested the presence of a third variant of approximately
1.5 kb, termed mGrb10iota. This variant was not
recognized by a probe spanning sequences between exons
11 and 16, suggesting the complete absence of the BPS
domain (22). However, this transcript was not detected in
comparative expression analysis between mouse and
human transcripts (23). Currently, all reports on mouse
Grb10 (11, 12, 14, 24) appear to be based on expression of
the mouse delta variant (20), which is not always properly
identified in the published articles due to lack of
clarification by the donors of the respective mouse Grb10
cDNAs.  Experiments referring to cDNA expression of
mouse Grb10 alpha actually represent expression of the
mouse delta variant.  Potential functional differences
between mouse alpha and delta variants remain unknown
and could be minor.

The gene encoding human Grb10 maps to region
7p11.2-p12 of chromosome 7 (18, 25), contains at least 22
exons and encompasses >190 kb of genomic DNA (18).
Alternative splicing leads to the generation of multiple
isoforms that have been cloned from different human tissues,
including hGrb10beta (2), hGrb10gamma (17, 19), and
hGrb10zeta (18). The first human variant of Grb10 to be cloned
was originally named Grb-IR (2) (insulin receptor-associated
growth factor receptor binding protein), and in the current
literature, Grb-IR is typically referred to as hGrb10beta, according
to the nomenclature proposed by Nantel (21) (for more
information about the Grb 7/10/14 superfamily, see http://cbr-
rbc.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/thomaslab/grb7.html). hGrb10beta shows
extensive sequence homology to mGrb10alpha, except that
it lacked an 88- amino acid insertion near the N-terminus
and a 46-amino acid stretch that constituted part of the PH
domain (Figure 2). Similarly, hGrb10beta differs from
hGrb10zeta (18) (originally called hGrb10gamma) by a 46-
amino acid deletion in and around the PH domain, due to
loss of exon 7 (Figures 1 and 2). Human Grb10gamma (17,
19) (also called Grb10/IR-SV1 and hGrbIRbeta/hGrb10)
varies from hGrb10zeta at the amino acid-terminus because
exon 1 is spliced out, resulting in initiation from a different
start codon and loss of 55 amino acids from the N-terminus
(17, 19). All three human Grb10 isoforms lack the 88
amino acid insertion observed only in mouse Grb10, the
functional significance of which remains unresolved. In
addition, the presence of five new variants of
hGrb10gamma and a novel isoform hGrb10rho have been

predicted based on the sequence of the human Grb10 gene
(26). The existence of an alternative nomenclature system,
which was used prior to the proposal of a unified
nomenclature for Grb10 variants, should be noted. In this
older system, mGrb10alpha is known as mGrb10,
hGrb10beta as hGrb10-IR/alpha and hGrb10zeta as
hGrb10gamma.

4. GRB10 TISSUE DISTRIBUTION AND
IMPRINTING

4.1. Mouse Grb10
In situ hybridization studies demonstrated that

mouse Grb10 mRNA is present during gestation in placenta
and most tissues of 13 day old mouse embryos (27). At
e14.5, both the Grb10 mRNA and protein are expressed at
high levels in a variety of muscle tissues including the face
and trunk, intercostal muscles, diaphragm and cardiac
muscle, and the limbs (22). High levels of both mRNA and
protein were also found in the liver, bronchioles and
cartilage of the atlas, ribs and long bones. Grb10 message
and protein were also detected in the adrenal gland,
pancreatic bud and in the brain of e14.5 embryos. In the
adult mouse, northern blot analysis revealed the presence of
a single 6 kb message of mGrb10 in heart, kidney, brain,
lung, skeletal muscle, and testis ((3) and Hansen and
Riedel, unpublished data), whereas expression was
consistently absent in spleen and liver. Using a newly
generated polyclonal antibody raised against the N-
terminus of mGrb10, high levels of mouse Grb10 isoforms
were detected in testis, skeletal muscle and brain, and
medium levels in the adipose tissue (Ramos, Wang, and
Liu, unpublished data). The expression levels of the
different isoforms appear to be tissue-specific. The tissue
distribution of endogenous Grb10 proteins in insulin-
responsive tissues such as skeletal muscle and adipose
tissue supports the hypothesis that Grb10 plays an
important role in regulating insulin signaling.

Western blot analysis of endogenous and
overexpressed mouse Grb10 protein in cell lines such as
NIH3T3 and HeLa, respectively, uncovered the presence of
multiple protein bands that migrated between 65 and 80
kDa (3). Treatment of mouse Grb10 immunoprecipitates
from these cells with potato alkaline phosphatase reduced
Grb10 to three forms, indicating that the mouse Grb10
protein is generated by alternate start codons and modified
by phosphorylation. Multiple isoforms of endogenous
mouse Grb10 was also detected in differentiated 3T3-L1
adipocytes (18).

4.2. Human Grb10
Northern blot analysis revealed that human

Grb10 mRNA is transcribed as a 6.5 kb message in a broad
range of tissues with the highest level detected in skeletal
muscle and pancreas (2, 17, 19). Cardiac muscle and brain
expressed relatively high levels of Grb10 transcript,
whereas intermediate levels were detected in placenta,
lung, liver, kidney, spleen, prostate, testis, ovary, small
intestine and colon. Additional transcripts of 5 kb and 2.2
kb were detected in skeletal muscle, possibly products of
alternative polyadenylation sites or differential splicing (2,
19).
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Expression of the Grb10 protein has been
reported in seven different human breast cancer cell lines in
comparison to the other two members of the Grb7/10/14
family, which were only found to be expressed in a few
select breast cancer cell lines (18). Multiple bands of
endogenous Grb10 were also found in human cancer cell
lines derived from cervix (HeLaS3, HeLa229), liver
(HepG2, Huh7), and in non-cancerous human skeletal
muscle cells (18). These multiple forms may represent a
combination of post-translationally modified proteins,
degradation products and/or Grb10 isoforms. Beyond these
observations, the tissue distribution of human Grb10
proteins remains to be elucidated.

4.3 Grb10 imprinting and Silver-Russell Syndrome
  In mammals, autosomal genes are typically

expressed from both maternal and paternal alleles.
However, for a small number of genes termed imprinted
genes, the expression is determined by the parent of origin.
This genomic imprinting phenomenon, where genes
preferentially produce mRNA transcripts from a gene copy
derived from the parent of a specific sex, plays important
roles in regulating development, growth, and behavior (28-
30). Genomic imprinting is caused by gene silencing in the
germ line due to methylation of intronic CpG islands
(reviewed in (31)). Disruption of imprinting may lead to
disease , as expression of a normally silent allele may
double the gene dosage, whereas repression of a normally
active allele may result in deficiency (32).

The link between Grb10 imprinting and Silver-
Russell syndrome (SRS) resulted from the identification of
Meg1/Grb10 as a maternally imprinted gene in mice that is
located on proximal chromosome 11, in an area responsible
for imprinting effects of pre- and post-natal growth
retardation (33, 27). Disruption of the maternal Grb10
allele in mice results in overgrowth of both embryo and
placenta, culminating in the birth of mutant mice that are
approximately 30 % larger than normal littermates (22). In
addition to indicating the role of Grb10 as a potent growth
inhibitor, these results demonstrate that changes in Grb10
dosage could, at least in some cases, account for the severe
growth retardation characteristic of Silver-Russell
syndrome.

In humans, Silver-Russell syndrome (SRS) is
characterized by intrauterine and postnatal growth
retardation and additional dysmorphic features such as
triangular faces, down-turned corners of the mouth, and
fifth-finger clinodactyly (34, 35).  Approximately 10 % of
SRS patients have two maternally derived copies of
chromosome 7 (also known as maternal uniparental disomy
(mUPD)), (36-38), which represents the highest percentage
of mUPD associated with this disease. Two unrelated SRS
patients were found to have maternal duplication of the
region in chromosome 7 containing genes known to
function in the regulation of growth and development, such
as IGFBP1, IGFBP3, and Grb10 (39, 40). The roles of
IGFBP1 and IGFBP2 in the aetiology of SRS were ruled
out as these genes exhibit biallelic expression and were not
imprinted (41, 42). Taken together, imprinting studies in
mice and humans implicate Grb10 as a strong candidate for
the maternally imprinted gene associated with the aetiology

of SRS. Reports of the inhibitory effects of Grb10 on some
of the molecular interactions downstream of the
insulin/IGF-I receptor may suggest a mechanism as to how
Grb10 imprinting could lead to SRS. Inheritance of two
maternal copies of Grb10 may lead to a double gene dosage
effect, resulting in pre- and post-natal growth retardation by
inhibition of the growth promoting effects of insulin/IGF-I.

 Currently, the role of Grb10 as one of the
contributing factors of SRS is intensely debated as there are
conflicting reports regarding the imprinting status of
Grb10. Mouse Grb10 has been reported as a maternally
expressed gene in almost all tissues and placentas of 13-day
old embryos as well as in heart, kidney, lung, liver, and
brain of adult mice (27).  This is in contrast to the pattern of
expression reported in humans where maternal repression
of Grb10 was observed specifically in the developing
central nervous system including brain and spinal cord,
with biallelic expression detected in peripheral tissues (43).
This is the first reported incidence of opposite imprinting in
human and mouse homologues. In addition, the expression
of Grb10 in human tissues is more complex, exhibiting
both tissue- and isoform-specific regulation (26). In human
fetal brains, most splice variants of Grb10 are transcribed
exclusively from the paternal allele. Maternal monoallelic
expression of human Grb10 is found in skeletal muscle but
is restricted to the Grb10gamma isoform (26). Since SRS is
associated with maternal duplication of chromosome 7, the
findings of biallelic expression of Grb10 in most fetal
tissues and paternal expression in the central nervous
system argue against a major role for Grb10 in the
aetiology of SRS. The significance of the tissue-specific
reciprocal imprinting pattern of Grb10 in brain and muscle
remains unknown. Therefore, it remains to be established
whether Grb10 plays a role in SRS in humans.

5. STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION OF GRB10
DOMAINS

5.1 Proline rich region
Grb10 splice variants share a proline-rich region

at their N-terminus, which is also found in Grb7 and Grb14.
In addition to containing the motif PS/AIPNPFPEL that is
conserved across the Grb7/10/14 family members, Grb10
family members contain either one (PPVLTPGSLPP for
human) or two (PPSVAPSSLPP and PPPPSQPP for
mouse) additional proline-rich motifs. The second motif
present in mouse and human Grb10 isoforms shares 63.6%
identity, with prolines being highly conserved.  

Sequences that are rich in proline have been
reported to act as ligands for protein-interaction domains
such as the src-homology domain 3 (SH3) and WW
domains (small globular domains rich in tryptophan) (44).
The SH3 domain of the non-receptor tyrosine kinase, c-
Abl, has been reported to interact with rat Grb10 in vitro,
and this binding was abolished by incubation with a
proline-rich peptide mimetic (SLPAIPNPFPEL) (19).
While the SH3 domain of c-Abl associated with the
proline-rich region of Grb10, it remains unknown whether
this interaction occurs in vivo or whether the entire c-Abl
associates with Grb10. In a conflicting report, the SH2
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domain as opposed to the proline-rich region of Grb10 was
reported to interact with Bcr-Abl (45).

Two Grb10 interacting proteins, GIGYF1 (Grb10
Interacting GYF Protein 1) and GIGYF2, containing a GYF
domain were identified in a yeast-2-hybrid screen when the
N-terminal of mGrb10delta was used as bait (46).  Deletion
analysis revealed that at least two of the three proline-rich
motifs of mGrb10 are required for binding to both GIGYF1
and GIGYF2.  IGF-I stimulation increases the affinity of
GIGYF1 for mGrb10delta and results in a transient
association of GIGYF1 and mGrb10 with the IGF-I
receptor.  Thus GIGYF1 may promote the association of
the IGF-I receptor with mGrb10. Overexpression of the
mGrb10 binding region of GIGYF1 enhances IGF-I
receptor-stimulated tyrosine autophosphorylation.
Therefore, mGrb10 and GIGYFs may cooperate to regulate
receptor signaling (46). As the human and mouse Grb10
isoforms only share one identical proline-rich motif, it
would be interesting to determine whether the binding
affinity for the GIGYF proteins differ between human and
mouse isoforms.

Cell membrane permeable peptide mimetics of
the N-terminal mouse Grb10 proline-rich sequence indicate
a specific role of this motif in insulin-mediated metabolic
responses and in insulin- and IGF-I-induced mitogenic
responses (12, 14). The molecular role of the Grb10 proline
rich region requires further clarification which may benefit
from the solution of the crystal structure of Grb10,
independently or associated with its partner protein.

5.2. PH domain
The pleckstrin homology (PH) domain is a

structural protein module of approximately 100 amino acids
originally identified in the cytoskeletal protein pleckstrin (47,
48). This domain is found in diverse proteins involved in
cellular signaling, cytoskeletal organization, and regulation of
membrane trafficking (49, 50). Although PH domains are also
reported to mediate protein-protein interactions, the major role
of this domain lies in the binding of phosphoinositides which
are typically produced in response to activation of cell surface
receptors, resulting in the recruitment of PH domain
proteins to the plasma membrane (reviewed in (51)).
Unlike the PH domain of Grb7 (52), it is not known
whether the PH domain of Grb10 binds to
phosphoinositides.  However, the PH domain of Grb10 is
not essential for the ability of Grb10 to translocate to the
plasma membrane as hGrb10beta, which lacks an intact PH
domain, still exhibited insulin-stimulated membrane
translocation (18). Instead, an intact PH domain enhances
the association of Grb10 with the insulin and IGF-I
receptors, which is mediated by the BPS and SH2 domains
(53).  The presence of an intact PH domain may produce a
more favorable conformation for Grb10 to interact with the
receptors. Along with the SH2 and BPS domain, the PH
domain is also involved in mediating the oligomerization of
Grb10 in yeast-2-hybrid studies (54). In summary, although
the molecular details remain unclear, the PH domain of
Grb10 appears to be involved in mediating intramolecular
interactions such as oligomerization as well as
intermolecular interactions with other proteins.

5.3. SH2 domain
The Src-homology 2 (SH2) domain represents a

protein module of approximately 100 amino acids that was
originally identified in the retroviral oncogene v-Fps as a
region that is not required for tyrosine kinase activity but is
involved in regulating the function of the protein via
intermolecular and intramolecular interactions (55). SH2
domain containing proteins range from adaptor proteins
including the Grb family members, scaffold proteins,
kinases, phosphatases, transcription factors to cytoskeletal
proteins (reviewed in (56)). SH2 domains bind to
phosphotyrosine residues, and specificity of binding is
imparted by selective recognition of 3-6 amino acid
residues C-terminal to the phosphotyrosine (57, 58). Thus
the sequence context around the tyrosine phosphorylation
site determines which SH2 domain bearing protein is
recruited and hence which biochemical pathway is
activated.

The crystal structure of the hGrb10 SH2 domain
revealed that unlike typical monomeric SH2 domains, the
SH2 domain of hGrb10 is dimeric in solution, and this
observation was confirmed by gel filtration and
sedimentation experiments (59). The structure of the Grb10
SH2 domain resembles the structure of other SH2 domains
in that it consists of a core anti-parallel beta sheet flanked
on both sides by an alpha helix. Residues from the C-
terminal half of the SH2 domain, primarily in alpha-helix
B, contribute to the Grb10 SH2 dimer interface. Sequence
alignment reveals that the residues in the Grb10 SH2 dimer
interface are strictly conserved among members of the
Grb7/10/14 family members except for Phe-496, which is
substituted with tyrosine in Grb7 (59). This implies that the
SH2 domain of Grb7 and Grb14 may also form dimers in
solution. Further confirmation of the dimeric nature of
Grb10’s SH2 domain was obtained when Phe-515, which is
located at a key position at the center of the dimer interface,
was mutated to Arg, resulting in the presence of only SH2
domain monomers. Full length Grb10gamma is capable of
oligomerization, although whether this protein exists as an
elongated dimer or tetramer was not unequivocally
established (59). Solution of the crystal structure also
yielded information on the binding preference of the SH2
domain of Grb10. In a typical SH2 domain-phosphopeptide
association, the phosphotyrosines in the +1 (P+1) and +3
(P+3) positions of the phosphopeptide fit into two deep
pockets in the SH2 domain.  However, the binding pocket
for the P+3 residue in the Grb10 SH2 domain is absent.
This suggests that the dimeric Grb10 SH2 domain will
favor binding of dimeric, turn-containing phosphotyrosine
sequences, such as the activation loop of the two beta
subunits of the insulin and insulin-like growth factor-1
receptors. Various signaling mediators have been reported
to associate with the SH2 domain of Grb10, including
receptor tyrosine kinases for insulin, IGF-I, EGF and PDGF
(2, 3, 16, 17, 12).

The Grb10 SH2 domain also interacts with
phosphorylated tyrosine residues on the non-tyrosine kinase
growth hormone receptor (60).  Non-receptor-tyrosine-
kinase binding partners include the oncoprotein Bcr-Abl
(45) and the tyrosine kinase ELK1 (61). The Grb10 SH2
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domain can also associate with proteins in a
phosphotyrosine-independent manner as reported for Raf1,
MEK1, and Nedd4 (neuronal precursor cell-expressed
developmentally down-regulated 4) (21, 62).

5.4. BPS domain
Full length Grb10 interacted more efficiently

with the IR in vitro than the SH2 domain alone, indicating
the presence of an additional interacting domain (19).
Mapping studies using the yeast-2-hybrid system and in
vitro protein interaction assays unveiled the presence of a
relatively small domain (approximately 50 amino acids),
termed BPS (located between the PH and SH2 domains),
which is highly conserved within, and unique to, the
Grb7/10/14 family members (63). This domain represents a
major interface with the IGF-IR, which shares high
sequence homology to the IR but not with the EGF receptor
(63). This may help explain the weak association of Grb10
with the EGF receptor (3). Thus far, there is no evidence
supporting a functional role for Grb10 in the EGF receptor
signaling pathway. A key role of the Grb10 BPS domain in
the interaction with the IGF-I receptor and to a lesser
degree, with the insulin receptor, is supported by
competition experiments (12).

An interaction of the mGrb10 BPS domain with
Nedd4 was detected in a yeast-2-hybrid screen of a mouse
embryonic library (62). The Nedd4 protein is a ubiquitin
protein ligase composed of three WW domains and a hect
(homologous to the E6-AP carboxyl-terminus) domain
bearing homology to a ubiquitin ligase (64, 65). Although
the BPS domain can interact independently with Nedd4 in
the yeast-2-hybrid system, the stronger interaction is
mediated by the SH2 domain (62). The Grb10/Nedd4
complex regulates ubiquitination and stability of the IGF-I
receptor (24).

The molecular mechanism of the BPS domain
interaction with its partners remains largely
uncharacterized. Mutation of the paired tyrosines
Y1162/1163 in the IR activation loop to phenylalanine
reduced binding of the IR by the individual BPS and SH2
domains, indicating that these tyrosine residues are
essential for the interaction of both domains (63). It
remains to be clarified whether the BPS domain interacts
directly with the activation loop tyrosines or whether
autophosphorylation of these tyrosines causes a
conformational change within the kinase domain, exposing
a binding site for the BPS domain. The former possibility
was ruled out as interaction of the combined BPS and SH2
domains with the phosphorylated kinase domain of the IR
was not disrupted in a peptide competition assay using a
phosphorylated peptide containing all three
autophosphorylation sites (Tyr1158/ 1162/ 1163) of the IR
as the competitor (66). Whether the Grb10 BPS domain or
the SH2 domain constitutes the main interface in the
association with the insulin receptor remains unresolved.

6. THE ROLE OF GRB10 IN SIGNALING

A large number of signaling mediators ranging
from receptor tyrosine kinases, cytoplasmic serine/threonine

kinases to signaling adaptors have been reported to interact
with various Grb10 isoforms.  We will utilize this
information to address the function of Grb10 based on its
known intermolecular interactions and the established roles
of its cellular partners.

6.1. Interaction of Grb10 with receptor tyrosine kinases
Grb10 has been reported to interact with a

number of receptor tyrosine kinases including the EGF,
insulin, IGF-I, ELK, PDGF and Ret receptors (2, 3, 15, 67,
68, 17, 61, 19). Grb10 demonstrated a preference for
binding to the insulin receptor when compared to other
selected receptor tyrosine kinases, suggesting that Grb10
association with some receptors may not necessarily be
functionally relevant (19, 20). A role of Grb10 in insulin
signaling is strongly suggested by various data (13, 14)
including the observation that Grb10 isoforms (mRNA and
protein) are differentially expressed in insulin target cells
such as skeletal muscle, adipocytes and human hepatic
cancer cell lines (18).

Both the SH2 (2, 17) and BPS (63) domains have
been reported to mediate the association of full length
Grb10 with the IR. Conflicting reports have been published
regarding the SH2 binding site on the IR. Initially, the
mouse Grb10 SH2 domain was reported to associate with
Y1334 at the carboxyl terminus of the IR (16). In contrast,
another group reported that Y1334 is not essential for
binding of the SH2 domain from hGrb10gamma
(GRB10/IR-SV1) and identified residues Y1162/Y1163 in
the kinase activation loop as the SH2 domain binding site
on the IR (17). As the SH2 domain of mouse and human
shares 99% amino acid sequence similarity, this
discrepancy is unlikely to be due to evolutionary
divergence. Data from other groups also support
Y1162/Y1163 as the Grb10 SH2 binding site on the insulin
receptor (53, 63). However, recent crystal structural data
predicted that Grb10 binds Y1158 via the dimeric SH2
domain and that the observed dependence on Y1162/Y1163
is probably due in part to the role these phosphotyrosines
play in stabilizing the activation loop conformation (59).
This would explain why mutation of Y1162/Y1163
disrupted binding by the individual SH2 and BPS domains
(63), which associate with residues in the activation loop of
the IR kinase domain. While individual reports have been
conflicting, a consensus is emerging to suggest that Grb10
binds to phosphotyrosine/s in the activation loop of the IR
kinase domain via its SH2 domain, resulting in a
conformational change in the IR kinase domain. This in turn
creates binding site/s for the BPS domain of Grb10, further
strengthening the interaction between Grb10 and the IR.
Nonetheless, these findings do not rule out a role of other
reported IR binding sites, which remains to be clarified.

Although the activated kinase domains of IR (69)
and IGF-IR (70) adopt a very similar overall structure, the
Grb10 binding site on IGF-IR appears to differ from IR.
Yeast 2-hybrid studies indicated that mGrb10 did not
interact with either beta subunit of the IGF-IR mutated at
K1003 (ATP-binding site), or a receptor truncated at amino
acid 1229 (68). As mGrb10 interacted with the beta subunit
of the receptor truncated at amino acid 1245, these results
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Figure 3. Model of Grb10 inhibition of insulin signaling by blocking the physical access of IRS-1 to the kinase domain of the
insulin receptor. Insulin binding to its receptor triggers autophosphorylation of tyrosine residues which then create binding sites
for proteins such as IRS-1. IRS-1 binds to the phosphotyrosine residues in the kinase domain of the IR and recruits the regulatory
subunit (p85) of PI 3-kinase to the receptor complex. The binding of the p85 subunit to IRS-1 results in activation of the catalytic
subunit (p110) of PI 3-kinase and production of phosphorylated lipid second messengers. Grb10 may exist in an ‘inactive’ state
due to oligomerization, activation of Grb10 could occur by phosphorylation, resulting in loss of auto-inhibition. Grb10 then binds
to the phosphorylated tyrosines in the IR kinase domain and physically restrict access of IRS-1 to the IR kinase domain.

indicated that mGrb10 binds to autophosphorylated
tyrosine residues located between amino acids 1229 and
1245 at the C-terminus of IGF-IR (68). In contrast, an
independent study demonstrated that the SH2 domain of
mGrb10 did not bind to the mutant IGF-IRY1316F ,
indicating that Y1316 of the IGF-IR is essential for Grb10
binding (12). Both reports are inconsistent with an earlier
publication demonstrating that the C-terminus of IGF-IR is
not required for interaction with the SH2 domain from
human Grb10 (53). It is conceivable that Grb10 interacts
with IR and IGF-IR in a comparable mechanism involving
the activation loop as well as C-terminal sequences. To this
date, only the important association involving the activation
loop of IR has been characterized. It remains to be verified
whether Grb10 binds to the kinase domain of IGF-IR in a
manner similar to the IR.

6.1.1. Effect of Grb10 on insulin signal transduction
The peptide hormones insulin and IGF-I are

important for the normal control of metabolic and growth
related processes (71-74). Under non-disease conditions, IR
signaling primarily regulates metabolic functions including
protein synthesis, glucose uptake and glycogen synthesis,
whereas the IGF-I receptor signaling mediates growth and
differentiation (75). Defects in insulin and IGF-I signaling
pathways have been implicated in the development of
diabetes and cancer, respectively.

Evidence for a negative role of human Grb10 in
insulin signaling surfaced early (2). Overexpression of the
PH domain truncated isoform hGrb10beta in Chinese
Hamster Ovary cells overexpressing the insulin receptor
(CHO/IR) resulted in partial inhibition of tyrosine

phosphorylation of IRS-1 and the GTPase-activated protein
p60, and partial inhibition of PI 3-kinase activity. In
addition, binding of Grb10 via its SH2/BPS domains has
been shown to inhibit the catalytic activity of the IR in vitro
(13, 66, 76). Therefore, the data suggests that down-
regulation of IRS-1/PI 3-kinase signaling is a result of
inhibition of the catalytic activity of the IR due to the
binding of Grb10 to the kinase domain regulatory loop.
However, the possibility that Grb10 may actually prevent
substrate access rather than directly inhibiting the IR kinase
activity was not addressed. Recently, yeast-tri-hybrid
studies demonstrated that full length human Grb10zeta
blocks association between the IRS proteins and IR in a
SH2 domain-dependent manner (77). While Grb10
inhibited insulin-stimulated IRS-1 tyrosine phosphorylation
in a dose-dependent manner, the IR kinase activity towards
its autophosphorylation sites was not affected. Taken
together, the data suggest that Grb10 inhibition of
downstream insulin signaling through the IRS/PI 3-
kinase/Akt pathway may be achieved by physically
blocking IRS access to the IR (77) (Figure 3). In addition to
inhibiting insulin-induced activation of the PI 3-kinase
pathway, hGrb10 overexpression also suppresses activation
of the MAPK pathway (Langlais et al, submitted).

In contrast, independent findings indicate that
Grb10 has a positive effect on insulin signaling (5).
Overexpression of mGrb10delta in mouse L6 cells or
delivery of cell membrane permeable peptide mimetics
representing entire mGrb10delta into differentiated 3T3-L1
adipocytes stimulated metabolic and enzymatic insulin
responses, while individual Grb10 peptide mimetics
representing the proline-rich region or the SH2 domain
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blocked all respective insulin responses (14).
Mechanistically, mGrb10 was found to associate with p85
and regulate PI 3-kinase activity whereas no regulation of
IR, IRS-1, or IRS-2 phosphorylation was observed (14).

A possible explanation for the observed
discrepancy in the effects of Grb10 on insulin action may
be that the signal elicited by Grb10 expression, whether
stimulatory or inhibitory, may be determined by the exact
balance of signaling mediators in the experimental cell
system.

6.1.2. Effect of Grb10 on biological events downstream
of IR/IGF-IR

Grb10 has been reported to play a positive or
negative role in regulating insulin and IGF-I induced
mitogenesis, depending on the specific experimental
approach and/or cellular context. Microinjection of purified
human Grb10 SH2+BPS domains fused to GST into
mammalian cells inhibited insulin and IGF-I mediated
mitogenesis by approximately 50 % (17, 63). If this
inhibition was due to competition with endogenous Grb10,
this result may indicate that Grb10 plays a positive role in
regulating insulin/IGF-I signaling. Similarly, cell
membrane-permeable fusion peptide mimetics of the
individual mGrb10 SH2 and BPS domains or proline-rich
region inhibited insulin and IGF-I mediated DNA synthesis
(12). Although the 16 aa proline-rich Grb10 peptide
mimetic significantly interfered with insulin- and IGF-I-
mediated mitogenesis, it had no effect on PDGF-mediated
mitogenesis as measured in NIH 3T3 or baby hamster
kidney (BHK) fibroblasts by DNA synthesis or cell
proliferation, suggesting its functional specificity (12).   By
comparison, a SH2 domain peptide mimetic blocked, and
overexpressed mGrb10delta stimulated all three hormone
responses.  These observations suggest a differential role of
the Grb10 proline-rich region in selected mitogenic signals
consistent with a dominant-negative role of individual
Grb10 proline-rich or SH2 domain peptide mimetics (12).
Similarly, the proline-rich or SH2 domain peptide mimetics
substantially interfered with key insulin-stimulated
metabolic responses including lipogenesis, glycogen
synthesis, glucose and amino acid uptake, all of which were
stimulated by increased levels of full length mGrb10delta
(14).  Mechanistically, the peptides interfered with insulin
activation of key enzymes involved in the insulin signaling
pathway and with the direct association between p85 and
mGrb10.  The combined data indicate a stimulatory role of
mGrb10delta in specific key metabolic and mitogenic
signaling pathways, and implicate a role of the SH2 domain
in all regulated mechanisms and of the proline-rich regions
in selected signaling mechanisms excluding the mitogenic
response to PDGF (5).

However, the SH2 domain of Grb10, unlike other
SH2 domains, binds to the kinase domain of the insulin
receptor, and likewise, the BPS domain also binds to the
kinase domain of the IR and IGF-IR (63). Therefore, either
domain could conceivably mimic the function of full length
Grb10 in inhibiting insulin signaling rather than act as a
dominant negative. More compelling evidence for a
positive role of Grb10 in insulin/IGF-I signaling has

emerged from studies in which overexpression of the entire
mGrb10delta stimulated insulin and IGF-I induced DNA
synthesis in a dose-dependent manner, and promoted cell
proliferation in mouse NIH 3T3 cells (12). Similarly,
mGrb10delta was shown to play a positive role in
stimulating insulin-induced metabolic responses such as
glycogen synthesis, glucose and amino acid uptake, and
lipogenesis in 3T3-L1 adipocytes (14).

In contrast, a role of Grb10 as a negative
regulator of IGF-I signaling has been reported (11). Cell
lines expressing mGrb10delta (derived from IGF-I receptor
gene-deficient mouse cells expressing human IGF-IR)
exhibited a dose-dependent inhibition of IGF-I induced cell
proliferation. Grb10 has also been reported to play a
negative role in regulating glycogen synthase activity and
glycogen synthesis in primary rat hepatocytes (13).
Overexpression of hGrb10zeta resulted in 50 % inhibition
of insulin stimulated IR autophosphorylation and
activation. However, in contrast to the effects observed in
Chinese Hamster Ovary Cells overexpressing the IR (2)
and in differentiated 3T3-L1 adipocytes (77),
overexpression of Grb10 in primary rat hepatocytes did not
affect insulin-induced IRS-1/2 phosphorylation nor PI 3-
kinase activity (13). This discrepancy may possibly be
explained by cell line-specific differences (CHO/IR and
3T3-L1 adipocytes versus primary rat hepatocytes).
Intriguingly, partial reduction of IR autophosphorylation,
glycogen synthase activity, and glycogen synthesis induced
by hGrb10zeta over-expression did not correspond with a
reduction in insulin-stimulated IRS-1 phosphorylation, PI
3-kinase activation, Akt/PKB activity or GSK3 activity,
leading to the interpretation that Grb10 is inhibiting a novel
and unidentified insulin signaling pathway in these
hepatocytes (13).

6.1.3. Interaction of Grb10 with other receptor tyrosine
kinases

A yeast-2-hybrid screen of a mouse embryonic
library using the cytoplasmic domain of ELK, an Eph
receptor family member, as bait yielded the SH2 domain of
mGrb10 (61). Eph family members  have been implicated
in regulating vascular development, tissue-border
formation, cell migration, axon guidance and synaptic
plasticity (78). Yeast-2-hybrid studies and in vitro binding
assays showed that the association of Grb10 with the
cytoplasmic tail of ELK was dependent upon the kinase
activity and autophosphorylation of ELK at Y929 (61).
Ligand stimulation of HRMEC (human renal
macrovascular endothelial cells) induced ELK
autophosphorylation and binding of endogenous Grb10
isoforms. However, it is not known whether the association
of Grb10 with ELK results in Grb10 phosphorylation by
ELK and whether this association has an impact on ELK
downstream signaling.

A yeast-2-hybrid screen of a mouse embryonic
library using the cytoplasmic domain of the murine Ret
tyrosine kinase receptor as bait identified the SH2 domain
of mGrb10 (15). This interaction was confirmed in vitro
and in 293 T cells. Ret has been shown to play critical roles
in renal development and development of endocrine organs
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derived from the neural crest such as the adrenal medulla
and the thyroid gland (79, 80). The SH2 domain of Grb7,
which shares 64 % sequence identity to the Grb10 SH2
domain, has also been demonstrated to bind to Ret (81). In
addition, the SH2 domain of Grb7 possesses a higher
affinity for Ret compared to Grb10’s SH2 domain and
Grb7 undergoes tyrosine phosphorylation in response to
Ret activation. The Grb10 binding site on Ret was later
identified to be Y429, however, the ability of the RetY429F

to induce DNA synthesis was unimpaired, suggesting
against a role of Grb10 in regulating the mitogenic activity
of this receptor (67).

6.2. Interaction of Grb10 with non-receptor tyrosine
kinases

In addition to receptor tyrosine kinases, Grb10
interacts with cellular signaling molecules such as Janus
kinase 2 (Jak2) (60), the oncogenic tyrosine kinase Bcr-Abl
(45), Tec tyrosine kinase (82), MEK and Raf-1 (21), and
Akt. (83).

6.2.1. Bcr-Abl and oncogenesis
 Bcr-Abl is an oncoprotein produced by the fusion
of a region from the Bcr Ser/Thr kinase to the tyrosine
kinase Abl due to the juxtaposition of the breakpoint cluster
region (bcr) on chromosome 22 to the c-Abl gene on
chromosome 9 (84). Several isoforms of Bcr-Abl, varying
by how much of the Bcr sequence is fused to Abl, are
associated with chronic myelogenous leukemia (CML) and
acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) (reviewed in (85)).
The oncogenic properties of Bcr-Abl are attributed to its
ability to activate different pathways including the PI3-
kinase, MAP-kinase and STAT signaling pathways.

A novel pathway involved in the transforming
ability of Bcr-Abl was identified in a modified yeast-2-
hybrid screen with phosphorylated Bcr-Abl as bait (45).
Bcr-Abl was found to associate with the SH2 domain of
Grb10 from a mouse embryonic cDNA library and a library
constructed from a CML cell line. The Grb10 SH2 domain
failed to interact with a kinase-defective Bcr-Abl,
demonstrating the phosphotyrosine-dependency of this
interaction. Complete Bcr-Abl interacted with Grb10 in
vitro, in vivo and in yeast, and this interaction appeared to
be mediated by amino acids 242-446 of Bcr and the SH2
domain of Grb10. Overexpression of full length Bcr-Abl in
bone-marrow derived Ba/F3 cells imparted interleukin-3
(IL-3) independent proliferation (86). In comparison,
expression of a Bcr-Abl deletion mutant lacking the ability
to bind Grb10 in these cells resulted in a weaker
transforming potential and delayed the onset of IL-3
independent growth, suggesting that this interaction is
important but not essential for the induction of Bcr-Abl
induced, IL-3 independent growth in these cells (45).

6.2.2. Tec and regulation of cytokine signaling
A role of Grb10 in the regulation of cytokine

signaling in lymphocytes was supported by the observation
that hGrb10beta associates with the kinase domain of Tec
in a yeast-2-hybrid screen for novel Tec-interacting
proteins (82). This interaction was verified in 293 cells by
co-immunoprecipitation studies of overexpressed proteins.

Although the association between the two proteins is
independent of the Tec autophosphorylation state, it
resulted in hGrb10beta phosphorylation at Tyr-67 by Tec.

Many members of the Tec tyrosine kinase family
play important roles during antigen receptor signaling and
lymphocyte development (see (87) for review).
Overexpression of Grb10 inhibited IL-3 stimulated and
Tec-mediated expression of the luciferase reporter gene
from the c-fos promoter in Ba /F3 cells in a Grb10 dose-
dependent manner (82). Overexpression of the
phosphorylation site mutant Grb10Y67F also attenuated IL-3
induced c-fos transcription, albeit to a lesser extent.
Therefore, it appears that phosphorylation of Grb10 by Tec
results in attenuation of Tec signaling. As the kinase
activity of Tec is not reduced by co-expression of Grb10, it
is possible that Grb10 exerts its effect on downstream
effectors of Tec in a negative feedback loop to down-
regulate Tec signaling.

6.2.3. The MAPK pathway and apoptosis
An interaction between the SH2 domain of

hGrb10zeta with MAPK kinase kinase MEK1 was detected
when the latter was used as bait in a yeast-2-hybrid screen
of a human fetal cDNA library (21). In vitro binding
studies further confirmed the interaction of the Grb10 SH2
domain and full length hGrb10zeta with MEK1. Both
forms also associated with Raf1 in vitro, but not with
MEK4 (SEK1/ JNKK/MKK4), a related protein which
shares 63 % amino acid sequence similarity with MEK1.
The in vitro association of hGrb10zeta with MEK1 and
Raf1 was independent of tyrosine phosphorylation.
Treatment with alkaline phosphatase inhibited this
interaction, indicating that either the Grb10 SH2 domain
recognizes a phosphothreonine- or phosphoserine-
containing sequence, or that Grb10 has lower affinities for
the altered conformation of the non-phosphorylated
kinases.

Deletion mapping using the yeast-2-hybrid
system revealed that the Grb10 SH2 domain binds to the
amino-terminus of Raf1 (amino acids 1-330) and carboxyl-
terminus of MEK1 (last 88 amino acids) (21). MEK1
bound to Grb10 in several different cell lines, in
comparison to the Raf1-Grb10 interaction which appeared
to be cell-line specific.  In addition, the Raf1-Grb10
association appeared to be constitutive, whereas the binding
of MEK1 to Grb10 was growth factor dependent.
Overexpression of Grb10 containing point mutations in the
SH2 domain, which abolishes interaction with either MEK1
or tyrosine kinase receptors, induced apoptosis in two
different cell lines. The apoptotic phenotype was reversed
by overexpression of wild-type Grb10, suggesting that
these mutants act by sequestering necessary signaling
components.

Generation of a rabbit polyclonal antibody
against purified recombinant hGrb10zeta protein (R520L)
(88) helped addressed the functional significance of the
Grb10-Mek1 association. This antibody specifically
recognized Grb10 and not Grb7 or Grb14. Surprisingly,
immunocytochemistry studies revealed that endogenous
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Grb10 is localized to the mitochondria in COS-1 and HeLa
cells, in contrast to overexpressed Grb10 which is cytoplasmic.
It appears that overexpression of Grb10 causes an alternate
localization to the cytoplasm. Serum or IGF-I stimulation
induced transient membrane translocation of a small fraction of
endogenous Grb10, consistent with the ability of this protein to
bind receptor tyrosine kinases upon growth factor stimulation.
The mitochondrial localization of endogenous Grb10 is supported
by cell fractionation studies, which also revealed the presence of
Raf1 and MEK1 in mitochondrial extracts (88). Accordingly,
endogenous mitochondrial Raf-1 co-immunoprecipitated
endogenous Grb10 from mitochondrial protein extracts.
Furthermore, Grb10’s affinity for Raf-1 is increased in
mitochondrial extracts purified from UV-treated cells. As Raf-1
has been reported to possess anti-apoptotic properties, it was
proposed that Grb10 regulates programmed cell death by
modulating the activity of mitochondrial Raf-1. Thus, Grb10 may
serve as a link between cell surface receptors and the apoptotic
machinery on the outer mitochondrial membrane, probably in
collaboration with the PI 3-kinase/Akt signaling pathway.

6.2.4. Modulation of c-kit signaling
Stem cell factor (SCF) is a growth factor critical

for hematopoiesis and the generation of melanocytes and
germ cells (see review in (89)).The binding of SCF to its
receptor tyrosine kinase, c-kit, activates multiple signal
transduction pathways including the PI 3-kinase,
JAK/STAT and Ras-Raf-MAP kinase pathways. Part of the
BPS and the entire SH2 domain of mouse Grb10 were
found to bind to the cytoplasmic tail of c-kit in a yeast-2-
hybrid screen (83). The interaction of the mGrb10 SH2
domain with c-kit was verified in vitro, and endogenous
mGrb10 was found to associate with c-kit in Moe7 cells in
a SCF-dependent manner.

In this study, mGrb10 was also shown to be
constitutively associated with Akt, indicating that mGrb10
could play a role in mediating the translocation of Akt to
the plasma membrane. It was also demonstrated that
overexpression of mGrb10 resulted in the activation of Akt
in a PI 3-kinase-independent, and SH2-domain dependent
fashion. Furthermore, co-expression studies demonstrated
that that mGrb10 and c-kit have a synergistic effect on Akt
activation.

6.3. Interaction of Grb10 with other signaling molecules
6.3.1. Regulation of Growth Hormone (GH) signaling

By employing a modified version of the cloning of
receptor targets (CORT) strategy, the SH2 domain of Grb10
was found to associate with the Elk-phosphorylated
cytoplasmic tail of the Growth Hormone receptor (GHR) (60).
This receptor regulates the expression of a broad range of
genes responsible for growth, metabolism and cellular
differentiation. Ligand binding induces receptor homo-
dimerization and binding of Janus kinase 2 (Jak2), resulting in
Jak2 autophosphorylation and Jak-2 mediated phosphorylation
of the GHR cytoplasmic domain. Proteins containing SH2
domains such as the STAT family, Shc and IRS-1/2 then bind
to the phosphorylated tyrosine residues of the GHR and are
phosphorylated by Jak2, leading to the activation of signal
transduction pathways regulating transcription, growth and
metabolic activity, respectively (90).

The association between endogenous hGrb10 and
endogenous GHR was verified by co-immunoprecipitation
studies in human hepatoma (Huh-7) cells. This association
was also observed in a reciprocal experiment in 293 cells
where overexpressed GHR was able to co-
immunoprecipitate mGrb10 in the presence of Jak2 (60). A
truncated form of GHR lacking the cytoplasmic tail was
still able to interact with overexpressed mGrb10 in the
presence of exogenous Jak2, suggesting that mGrb10 may
also be interacting with Jak2. Direct interaction of mGrb10
with Jak2 was confirmed by GST-pulldown studies.
Although overexpression of mGrb10 had no effect on
GHR, Jak2 or STAT5 phosphorylation, functional tests
revealed Grb10 overexpression inhibited transcription of
reporter genes containing the serum response element of c-
fos and the GH response element 2 of the Spi2.1 gene.
These results indicate a novel role for Grb10 in negatively
regulating some GH signaling pathways downstream of
Jak2 and independently of STAT5.

6.3.2. Nedd4 and regulation of IGF-IR stability
Mouse Nedd4 (mNedd4-1, neuronal precursor

cell-expressed developmentally down-regulated 4) was
identified as a mGrb10 associated protein in a yeast-2-
hybrid screen of a mouse embryonic cDNA library (62).
Nedd4 belongs to a family of proteins which shares a
Ca2+/lipid-binding domain (C2) at the N-terminus, several
WW domains which bind to proline-rich sequences, and a
HECT (homologous to the E6-AP carboxyl-terminus)
domain (91). The presence of the HECT, also known as a
ubiquitin-ligase domain, results in classification of Nedd4
family members as ubiquitin-ligases (E3). Ubiquitin-ligases
(E3) represent the substrate-specific and final step of the
ubiquitin pathway, in which they catalyze the transfer of
ubiquitin from the conjugating enzyme (E2) to the substrate
protein (reviewed in (91, 92)). Ubiquitination typically
labels proteins for rapid degradation (reviewed in (93)).

The interaction of mNedd4-1 with mGrb10 is
mediated by the C2 domain of Nedd4, rather than the WW
protein interaction domain (62). Both the individual SH2
and BPS domains of mGrb10 can associate with mNedd4-
1, although the SH2 domain exhibited higher affinity.
mNedd4-1 is constitutively associated with mGrb10, and
endogenous Nedd4 forms a complex with Grb10 in a Ca2+

and phosphotyrosine-independent manner, although this
does not result in Grb10 ubiquitination (62). Instead, the
Grb10/Nedd4 complex regulates ubiquitination and
stability of the IGF-I receptor (24). A model for the role of
Grb10 as an adapter protein in connecting Nedd4 to the
IGF-IR has emerged (24). Association of Grb10 to Nedd4
is constitutive and occurs via binding of the SH2 domain of
mGrb10 to the C2 domain of Nedd4. IGF-I treatment
results in binding of the BPS domain of Grb10 to the
activated IGF-IR, bringing Nedd4 in close proximity to the
receptor and resulting in ubiquitination and subsequent
degradation of IGF-IR.

This is the first report indicating a role for the
Nedd4 family of E3 ubiquitin ligases in the regulation of
ubiquitination, internalization and stability of tyrosine
receptor kinases. It remains to be established whether
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Grb10 plays a similar role in the ubiquitination and stability
of other associated tyrosine receptor kinases such as the IR.

6.3.3. Regulation of potassium channel activity
A role of Grb10 has been implicated in the

regulation of the Kv1.3 voltage-gated potassium channel
(94). Kv1.3 belongs to the Shaker family of membrane
spanning channel proteins with K+-selective pores and is
highly expressed in T-lymphocytes, the dentate gyrus of the
hippocampus, the pyriform cortex, and the olfactory bulb
(OB) (95, 94). The biophysical properties of Kv channels
are regulated by conformational changes induced by
phosphorylation (96) and possibly by protein-protein
interactions with intracellular partners (97-100). The
overexpressed Shaker family K+ channel proteins Kv1.3
and Kv1.5 are phosphorylated by the v-Src kinase, resulting
in modulation of current magnitude and kinetic properties,
but unlike Kv1.5, a direct interaction between Kv1.3 and v-
Src was not detected (98). 

Grb10 overexpression significantly reduces v-
Src-induced Kv1.3 tyrosine phosphorylation, current
suppression, and disrupted cumulative inactivation
properties, suggesting that Grb10 plays a role in the
modulation of v-Src induced Kv1.3 channel function
(94). This infers that Grb10 plays a role in interfering with
v-Src phosphorylation of Kv1.3. On the other hand, Grb10
appears to modulate Kv1.3 activity in a phosphorylation-
independent manner since co-expression of Grb10 with a
kinase-impaired v-Src mutant (R385A) resulted in altered
current magnitude and inactivation kinetics.  It should be
noted that some effects, such as the shift in voltage
dependence of v-Src on Kv1.3 function, were not altered by
Grb10 overexpression.  Thus Grb10 modulation of the v-
Src kinase-activated Kv1.3 potassium channel appears to be
complex and may involve multiple mechanisms and sites of
interaction (94).  Further studies are needed to address
whether Grb10 alone (without v-Src overexpression) will
have an effect on the basal properties of the Kv-channel
activity, and whether direct protein-interactions can be
demonstrated between the Kv-channel and Grb10.

The following model has been suggested (94).
Kv1.3 and Grb10 proline-rich regions may compete for
interaction with the Src SH3 domain such that this domain
preferentially binds to a Grb10 proline-rich target, allowing
Src access to the Kv1.3 ion channel only in the absence of
Grb10 expression or its alternate subcellular localization.
Grb10 regulates v-Src modulation of Kv1.3 by blocking the
access of the kinase to the ion channel and inhibiting
phosphorylation. This permits normal Kv1.3 current
magnitude and cumulative inactivation in the presence of v-
Src but voltage-dependence remains modulated by v-Src.

7. REGULATION OF GRB10 FUNCTION

7.1. Phosphorylation
When compared to Grb7 or Grb14, a greater

number of protein kinases has been implicated as binding
partners of Grb10, suggesting that this adaptor protein may
be regulated by phosphorylation. Although Grb10 has been
reported to bind to receptor tyrosine kinases such as the IR,

IGF-IR, EGF, and VEGF, direct phosphorylation of Grb10
by these receptors has not been reported. In the case of IR
mediated phosphorylation, it was demonstrated that Grb10 was
not directly phosphorylated by the IR either in vitro (101) or in
cells (82). Growth factor stimulation has been reported to
induce either serine phosphorylation or tyrosine
phosphorylation of Grb10. Serine phosphorylation of
hGrb10zeta and mGrb10 in response to insulin (18) and EGF
(3) stimulation, respectively, has been reported. The beta,
gamma and zeta isoforms of hGrb10 have been demonstrated
to be phosphorylated on tyrosine residues upon insulin
treatment (19, 101). The identity of the serine kinase
responsible for the insulin-induced serine phosphorylation of
Grb10 remains to be determined. MAP kinase is a potential
candidate because 1) treatment with a MAPK inhibitor
suppressed the basal phosphorylation of hGrb10zeta (2, 18)
MAPK can phosphorylate hGrb10zeta on serine residues in
vitro (Langlais et al, unpublished data).

On the other hand, the Tec, Src, and Fyn tyrosine
kinases have been shown to phosphorylate Grb10 isoforms.
Tec was found to associate with Grb10 in a yeast-2-hybrid
screen (see section 6.2.2 and (82)) and phosphorylates Grb10
at Tyr 67 in 293 cells. The Grb10Y67F mutant partially lost the
ability to suppress IL-3 induced transcription from the c-fos
promoter, indicating that phosphorylation of Grb10 at Tyr 67 is
important for this suppression. The mechanism of Grb10
suppression of IL-3 induced c-fos transcription remains
unclear. As the kinase activity of Tec is not affected by co-
expression of Grb10, it is unlikely that Grb10 negatively
regulates the c-fos activation pathway through a feedback loop
involving Tec (82). A possibility that remains unexplored is
that Grb10 may sequester other positive signaling components
in the c-fos activation pathway in a phosphorylation-dependent
manner.

Pre-treatment of CHO/IR cells expressing
hGrb10zeta with herbimycin B, an inhibitor of Src/Fyn
kinases, blocked insulin- and vanadate-induced tyrosine
phosphorylation of Grb10, implicating the involvement of
these kinases in Grb10 phosphorylation (101).
Constitutively active Src or Fyn stimulated Grb10
phosphorylation whereas overexpression of dominant
negative forms of these proteins inhibited insulin-
stimulated tyrosine phosphorylation of Grb10. The major
Src/Fyn phosphorylation site was identified as Tyr 67, and
mutation of Tyr 67 to glycine significantly reduced the
insulin-stimulated or Src/Fyn-mediated tyrosine
phosphorylation in vivo. hGrb10Y67G had a higher affinity
for the insulin receptor compared to the wild type protein,
indicating that tyrosine phosphorylation of Grb10
negatively regulates its binding to the IR (101). It remains
unclear whether insulin stimulates phosphorylation of
Grb10 in insulin-responsive target cells such as skeletal
muscle and adipocytes when compared to an IR
overexpression system, and whether increased association
of Grb10Y67G with the insulin receptor results in attenuation
of signaling downstream of the IR.

7.2. Dimerization/oligomerization
Gel filtration studies revealed that hGrb10zeta

can form tetramers (54). A more recent study indicated that
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hGrb10gamma is dimeric in solution, although the possibility
that hGrb10gamma forms a compact tetramer rather than an
elongated dimer was not excluded (59). A possible explanation
for the observed differences may lie in the 58 amino acid
extension at the hGrb10zeta N-terminus when compared to
hGrb10gamma, which could affect its self-association
properties. As the oligomeric properties of hGrb10 appear to
be mainly defined by the SH2 and BPS domains, the
differences in the N-termini is unlikely to account for the
discrepancy (54, 59).

A possible function of Grb10
dimerization/oligomerization may be to maintain the
protein in an ‘inactive’ state that prevents it from
binding non-specifically to cellular phosphotyrosine-
bearing proteins (54). This hypothesis is supported by
the observation that the N-terminus of Grb10, which
associates with the BPS/SH2 domain, competitively
inhibits binding of hGrb10 to the IR (54). Therefore, the
BPS and SH2 domains of oligomeric Grb10 may be
unable to interact with other phosphotyrosine-bearing
proteins due to self-association with the N-terminus of
Grb10. Growth factor stimulation may induce a
conformational change in Grb10, thereby relieving the
inhibition of the BPS and SH2 domain by the N-
terminus, freeing these domains to interact with their
respective targets.

The presence of multiple protein-protein
interaction domains indicates that Grb10 may function as a
scaffold protein to recruit multiple signaling molecules.
Consistent with this hypothesis, Grb10 can simultaneously
bind to the IR and other cellular signaling proteins (17, 21).
If Grb10 functions as a scaffold protein, overexpression of
Grb10 may result in sequestration of signaling components,
resulting in misleading inhibitory effects. Such a
mechanism could help explain discrepancies observed in
different cellular systems where Grb10 has been reported to
play positive and negative roles. This question deserves
major attention in the future.

7.3. Subcellular localization
Overexpression studies revealed that Grb10 is

localized to the cytoplasm and translocates to the plasma
membrane upon insulin stimulation (18, 19). In contrast,
immunocytochemistry of COS-1 and HeLa cells using a
rabbit polyclonal antibody raised against complete
Grb10zeta (R520L) revealed that endogenous Grb10 is
associated with mitochondria (88). Subcellular
fractionation studies demonstrated that Grb10 co-localized
with mitochondrial markers such as CoxI and Bcl-2 in the
mitochondrial-enriched fraction. However, as Grb10 lacks
an apparent mitochondrial targeting sequence, the
mechanism behind its mitochondrial localization remains
uncharacterized. The mitochondrial localization of Grb10
has been suggested to serve as a regulatory mechanism to
sequester Grb10 away from its interactive partners and/or
play a role in apoptosis (21).

8. CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE PERSPECTIVES

 Despite the increasing amount of information
on Grb10 signaling, a clear definition of Grb10 function

as a positive or negative regulator of cellular signaling
remains elusive.  The lack of clarity of many reports in
defining the specific Grb10 isoform under consideration
adds to the confusion since the distinct isoforms may play
specific roles. Isoform-specific effects may contribute to
the discordant data, however, opposite results have been
obtained using the same isoform. For example,
overexpression of mGrb10 has been shown to inhibit
IGF-I-mediated growth, delay the S and G2 phases, and
to partially reverse the transformed phenotype of Balb/c
3T3 cells stably expressing human IGF-IR (11). In
contrast, mGrb10 overexpression was reported to
stimulate insulin, IGF-I and PDGF-1 mediated DNA
synthesis in a dose dependent manner and cell
proliferation in mouse NIH 3T3 fibroblasts or BHK
fibroblasts (12).  Possible explanations for this
discrepancy may lie in the different cell lines used, a
highly transformed overexpression system in the former
compared to normal fibroblasts in the latter study, or
differences in the experimental endpoints tested.
Discrepancies may be exacerbated if Grb10 indeed
functions as a scaffold protein and sequesters signaling
mediators in distinct cellular systems differentially
depending on the availability/ability of these proteins to
associate with Grb10, thus promoting or inhibiting
cellular signaling.

Overexpression of Grb10 isoforms has
frequently been reported by various teams to interfere
with or promote growth factor signaling. In addition,
Grb10 appears to be involved in the regulation of
cytokine signaling, receptor stability, and cell survival
(summarized in Figure 4). However, until recently, it
has not been established whether endogenous Grb10
plays similar roles. A study in which the maternally
imprinted mouse Grb10 gene is disrupted has made a
significant contribution towards clarifying Grb10
function. Loss of maternally inherited Grb10 function
leads to fetal and placental overgrowth, resulting in
larger Grb10 knockout neonates with disproportionate
overgrowth of the liver and relative sparing of the brain
(22). This animal model establishes the role of Grb10 as
a potent growth inhibitor. The enlarged liver was caused
by increased glycogen accumulation, and taken together
with a reported inhibitory role of Grb10 in primary rat
hepatocytes in glycogen synthesis (13), the collective
data argues for a negative role of Grb10 in regulating
mitogenic and possibly metabolic responses.

 While data from the Grb10 knockout mice
suggested that Grb10 has a negative effect on growth
and potentially metabolism (22), signal transduction in
cells devoid of Grb10 remains uncharacterized. A
future approach is to characterize growth factor
responses in tissues from these knockout mice.
Another approach is to deplete endogenous Grb10
proteins in cell lines by either the anti-sense or RNA
interference approach (reviewed in (102)).  Anti-sense
RNA technology has been successfully used to lower
endogenous Grb7 protein levels in esophageal
carcinoma cells, resulting in suppression of the
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Figure 4. Simplified diagram of Grb10 function in cells. Lines that end with an arrowhead represent a positive effect whereas
lines that are capped by another perpendicular line represent inhibition. Tyr 67 (Y67) represents the phosphorylation site of
Src/Fyn and Tec kinases (represented by gray lines). Dotted lines represent pathways that are not well characterized.

invasive phenotype of these cells (103). The RNA
interference approach was successfully employed to
generate a HeLa/IR cell line in which endogenous Grb10
expression is suppressed (Langlais and Liu, unpublished
data). Preliminary data from this study shows that depletion
of hGrb10 results in increased activation of insulin-
stimulated MAPK and PI 3-kinase signaling pathways,
which correlates with the knockout mice model and
supports a negative role for Grb10 in growth factor
signaling.

Although Grb10 proteins interact with a plethora
of receptor and non-receptor protein kinases, only Tec, Src
and Fyn have been reported to phosphorylate Grb10 on
Tyr67. In addition, the identities of the Ser/Thr kinase/s
that phosphorylate Grb10 remain elusive. More work is
required to determine whether the associated kinases
phosphorylate Grb10, to identify the specific site/s of
phosphorylation, and to determine whether phosphorylation
affects Grb10 function.

A proven effective strategy to study the function
of Grb10 is based on the identification of its interacting
partners. For example, mGrb10 was found to interact with
the ubiquitin ligase, Nedd4, in a yeast-2-hybrid screen
using full length mGrb10 as bait (62). This interaction was
later demonstrated to regulate the ligand-induced
ubiquitination and stability of IGF-IR (24). Therefore,
identification of additional binding partners using the yeast-
2-hybrid, in vitro binding, and co-immunoprecipitation
techniques, in conjunction with mass spectrometry studies
should help elucidate the function of Grb10.

Another future approach to study Grb10 function
lies in the utilization of transgenic mice. Current data
indicate that Grb10 plays an important role in insulin and
IGF-I signaling, and alterations in Grb10 function may

contribute to the development of diseases such as type II
diabetes and cancer. Increased dosage of Grb10 has been
linked to the growth suppressive effects observed in Silver-
Russell individuals. In this context, elucidation of the
molecular mechanisms of Grb10 signaling may ultimately
lead to the development of new therapeutic strategies.
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