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ideal means of deducing cancer of the portio, to be placed alongside those cur
rently used, which are based on entirely different principles. 

SUMMARY 

The authors report on the preliminary results obtained in a telethermographic 
study of the uterine cervix. The findings proved encouraging for further studies 
of this technique in the diagnosis of cancer of the uterine cervix. 
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The lack of agreement in the literature, and above all, the absolute lack of 
analytical data relating to the individual urinary steroid hormones in obesity led 
us to investigate this aspect of this complex metabolic problem. It must first 
be noted that most of the results reported by various authors in regard to 17-
hydroxycorticosteroid and 17-ketosteroid levels were obtained by the traditional 
colorometric method. Further, division of the urinary steroid metabolites merely 
into the two groups as 17-hydro and 17-keto derivatives is now considered too 
crude. 

Until recently the identification of the individual hormones in each group was 
not possible because of technical difficulties, but this can now be done by gas 
chromatography. Consequently, titration of the individual urinary steroids which 
intervene at some stage in glycolytic metabolism may help to clarify their pos
sible role in the pathogenesis of obesity. 

On the basis of this theory we undertook an investigation of the adrenocor
tical function in a group of obese women. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The study involved 21 obese women and 11 normal control subjects; the age 
range of the group was 18-40 years. The obese patients had the clinical charac
teristics of diffuse gynecoid obesity. No other type of endocrine metabolic patho
logy was present; hepatic, cardiac and renal functions were normal. During the 
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