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during pregnancy is therefore necessary in order to eliminate the serious foetal 
consequences which emergency obstetrical interventions cannot avoid, even if 
they are correctly carried out. 

SUMMARY 

The authors carried out a detailed analysis of 345 obstetric interventions in a 
group fo 2277 deliveries. The strong emphasis on prophylactic measures led to 
a hi�h percentag� �f cesare�n sections. Only �n

_e fou!�h of the �bstet
_
rics in�er

ventions was carried out under emergency conditions. More extensive observation 
during pregnancy and delivery would eliminate many foetal deaths which even 
obstetrical procedures cannot avoid. 
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The pathological and clinical significance of high 
degree cervical dysplasia: an inquiry on 235 cases 

by 
G.D. MONTANARI and G. R. MONTANARI

The present evaluation of the clinical and pathological significance of high degree
cervical dysplasia is based on colposcopic, cytological and, where indicated, 
histological examination of 52,843 patients, either hospitalized or out-patients 
of the Istituto di Clinica Ostetrica e Ginecologica of the University of Padua 
from the 1st March 1964 to the 31st December 1970. 

We assessed as dysplastic all changes of differentiation of the squamous epi
thelial lining of the uterine cervix other than carcinomas in situ. These variations 
may be high degree or low degree; these terms are to be preferred to suspected 
or non-suspected dysplasia. In fact they are confined to describing the histolo
gical appearance of the lesion without expressing any opinion regarding pro
gnosis ( 1). 

High degree dysplasia is a rare lesion. We saw only 235 cases out 52,843 
patients examined. The incidence is therefore of the order of 0.44%. 

The age at which high degree dysplasia of the cervix is most often observed 
is between 35 and 40 years. The age distribution of the 235 consecutive cases 
studied by us is given in Fig. 1. 

The cause of high degree cervical dysplasia is not known. There are, however, 
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