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Summary: Seven colposcopic signs (acetic acid staining - borders - thickness - surface contour -
colour__- _vascular atypias ·� ioclfue staining) are examined in differential diagnosis between condyloma 
and CIN. 

For a better prognostic and therapeutic approach, we think it is useful to follow a diagnostic 
p.ath whose main steps are: colposcopy, citology, microcervicoscopy, hystology. With the introduc
tion of sofisticated diagnostic techniques (molecular hibridization - morphology cells study - chro
mosomes map study) it is possible to determine morphologically the observed lesion and predict,
as much as possible, the following evolution.

It is well known the important role of 
colposcopy in the diagnosis of cervical le
sions, expecially with regards to the reva
luation of this method made by the Ame
rican researchers in the last decade. In 
fact the skilled clinicians obtain, through 
this method, a diagnostic accuray of about 
90 % of the patologies already observed 
expecially with regards to virus infections. 

Two are the main factors which have 
made the diagnostic approach extremely in
teresting and not to be neglected: on one 
hand the increase in infections and in pre
malignancy of the cervix covering about 
2% of the population (with a specific in
cidence divided up as follows: 40% of 
CIN associated with condylomas and about 
20% in the premalignant forms alone, 
not associated with condylomas) and on 
the other hand the gradual decrease in the 
age group of patients affected by this type 
of pathology, with a distribution of the 
age groups as follows: 28-35 for condylo
matous lesions, 29-80 for CIN associated 
with condylomas and 33-54 for CIN not 
associated with condylomas. 

This once proves the hypothesis of a 
condyloma as precursor of CIN and the
refore cancer of the cervix. With regards 
to the above and based on the experiences 
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already acquised, it has been thought use
ful to focalize our critical eye on one of 
the aspects of major interest and contro
versy, which is the study of the atypical 
re-epithelization zone (ARZ). This colpo
scopic term, considered as the alteration 
of the re-epithelization, after the applying 
of acetic acid, is characterized by patterns 
like those of a mosaic, punctation, leuco
plasia which have atypical squamous me
taplasia, condylomas and CIN (fig. 1). 

It is by starting from this di伍cult col
poscopic distinction and from the confu
sion behind it that we have tried to ana
lyze into details the fundamental points of 
one pattern from another (in particular 
the flat condyloma and the CIN) in order 
to have a more accurate diagnostic valua
tion and consequently, in order to have 
a better approach to the therapy, espe
ciallv in the light of the excellent possibili
ties that laser treatment offers today, which 
the Gynecological Oncology Service has 
been using for about 6 months. It was in 
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