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Summary: A case-control study on 150 cases and 300 non-neoplastic controls admitted to the 
Obstetric and Gynaecologic Clinic B of the University of Palermo from 1977 to 1986 was carried 
out in order to assess the risk factors of corpus uteri cancer in Palermo area. 

Age at menarche <11, menopausal status, nullipanty, diabetes and obes1ty were found signi
ficantly associated with the risk of cancer; family history of neoplastic disease was slightly under 
statistical significance. 

It can be concluded that the same etiologic factors of endometrial cancer, as in other areas, 
may be operating in Palermo women. 

INTRODUCTION 

Endometrial cancer is the second most 
frequent cancer in females, after breast 
cancer, in developed countries (1). 

Several analytical studies have investi
gated the associated risk factors, including 
reproductive factors, diet, methabolic di
seases (2-5). Although data for some fac
tors were largely coincident in many 
studies, both qualitatively and quantitati
vely, for some others con仆icting results 
were reported. 

Since it is likely that factors of the 
"ecological" type, concerning lifestvle, an
cestry, diet, may be operating differently 
in populations geographically and socially 
distinct, we have carried out a case-control 
study on 150 cases of corpus uteri cancer 
observed in the Department of Gynaeco
logy in Palermo between 1977 and 1986. 

PATIENTS AND METHODS 

All cases of endometrial cancer admitted to 
the Obstetric and Gynaecologic Clinic B of the 
University of Palermo between January 1st 1977 
and December 31st 1986 were studied. All cases 
had histologically confirmed diagnosis; 97% of 
them were adenocarcinomas. 

Two controls for each case, without neoplastic 
pathology but of the same age（土2.5 years) as 
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the case and admitted to the Clinic in the same 
year were randomly chosen. Hysterectomized wo
men were excluded from the control group. 

Data on age, education, occupation of patient 
and husband, age at menarche, menopause, regu
larity of the cycle, parity, number of miscar
riages, age at first birth, weight, height, previous 
benign diseases of the reproductive organs (mio
mas, polyps, ovarian cysts), diabetes, hyperten
sion, family history of neoplasia and blood 
group were obtained from medical records. An 
index of socioeconomic status was calculated by 
a scoring system taking into account years of 
education, and occupation both of the patient 
and of her husband (when married). 

Data analysis. Statistical significance of diffe
rence between cases and controls in the distri
bution of each variable was assessed by means 
of Chi square test and, when appropriate, by 
Chi square for trend. Odds ratios were calcu
lated and 95% confidence limits were computed 
according to Woolf (6). Mantel-Haenszel me
thod (7) was used to adjust for confoundings 
when appropriate. 

RESULTS 

One hundred and fifty cases of endo
metrial cancer (mean age 62土8.1 years) 
and 300 controls (mean age 61.9土8.3
years) were studied. In table 1 dis
tribution for age of cases and controls is 
shown. 

Data concerning reproductive factors 
(age at menarche, menopausal status and 
age at menopause, regularity of menstrual 
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