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Malpractice in obstetrics: 

a contribution of cases in Southern Italy 
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Summary: Leaking ahead to the abol,tion of trnny intra-European Lontiers the Authors 
offer this contribution to the discussion of the medico-legal aspects of gynecological activity in 
the UnIted Europe of 1993 

It is to this end that they present the data from a review of the material which has been 
the sub丿ect of litigation on the part specialists in Southern Italy, also commenting on the case 
series in the light of the Italian provisions in force up to date 
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INTRODUCTION 

In view of the approaching extension 
of the boundaries of Europe in 1993 it 
seemed to us opportune to report a case 
series of litigation relating to obstetrical 
practice in the Campania Region of Italy, 
whose capital is Naples. 

Thus we offer a small contribution 
towards the extension of the debate on 
the medico-legal responsabilities of all 
gynecologists in the United Europe of 
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199 3. In fact in recent years the practice 
of medicine has been undergoing pro
found modifications, besides being condi
tioned to new relations with social rea
lities. 

Changes in the technico-scienti五c con
tent of medicine (1) and those attendant on 
the formal-psychological relations between 
doctor and patient, together with the 
expectations of positive results from me
dical activity have caused an increase in 
the legal involvement of doctors regard
ing facts (real or presumed) connected 
with the exercise of their profession (2 · 3). 

Such judicial involvement bears parti
cularly heavily on certain categories of 
practitioners and, above all, on surgical 
specialists (4 · 5). 

Obstetric and gynecological practice 
comes within the category of those spe
cialities most exposed to the litigation 
for (presumed) incompetence or « mal
practice». 

The risks of the doctor's exposure to 
claims for damages through malpractice 
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