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Vulvar invasive and intraepithelial neoplasia 
Comparison of some epidemiological and clinical data 

D. MINUCCI - A. CINEL - B. DE MATTEIS - G. LIBERO ONNIS

Summary: We have compared some of the epidemiological and clinical data of 45 patients 
affected by Vulvar lntraepithelial Neoplasia (VIN) and of 42 patients affected by Invasive Vulvar 
Neoplasia who came to our observation between 1986 and 1991. 

We have evaluated and compared the average age in the two groups of patients, their vul
voscopic pictures and the symptomatology referred at the time of the patients'diagnosis 
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Most Authors agree in assessing the in
cidence of invasive epidermoid carcino
mas of the vulva at around 3-5% of all 
mal�g1: neopl�s!i

<; , pathology of the lower
genital tract ( 1 · 2· 3). 

These forms of neoplasia a仕ect mainly 
elderly women, with a peak age between 
65 and 70 years ( 1 · 2· 3), while Vulvar In
traepithelial Neoplasia (VIN) is more fre
quently diagnosed in women between 40 
and 50 years of age (4 · 5· 6).

According to some Authors, there has 
been a gradual increase in the incidence of 
VIN (7), in vulvar invasive and pre-inva
sive neoplastic pathology, going from 18% 
in 1935-1950 to 33% in 1951-1965 and 
reaching 4 7 % if we consider the whole 
period 1935-1972. 
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This trend is confirmed by other Au
thors (8), who report a 21 % incidence
of VIN in comparison with invasive car
cinoma in the years 1936-1950, 47% in 
1966-1972 and as high as 57% in 1973-
1976. 

The aim of our study is to assess the 
incidence of vulvar pre-invasive forms, in 
vulvar invasive and pre-invasive neoplastic 
p�th?l�gy,, �omp!ring, �ge.and a number
of clinical data found in the two groups 
of patients. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

We considered all the cases of vulvar neo
plas!a(42 invasive and 45 intraepithelial neo· 
plasias) examined at the outpatients'department 
for Cervico-Vaginal and Vulvar Pathology of the 
Service of Gynaecologic Oncology and Cytodia
gnostics, Institute of Gynaecology, University of 
Padua, from 1986 to 1991. 

The. :'ulvar_ lesion_s of t?ese_ patie?t_s. were
assessed by vulvoscopic examination and histopa
thological testing of a target biopsy sample. 

The incidence of invasive and pre-invasive 
neoplastic lesions and the mean age of the pa
tients were calculated and compared. 

We also described and compared the sympto
matology present at the time of diagnosis and 
the vulvoscopic appearance of the lesions. 
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