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Having pointed out in a previous work that the adrenal cortex of obese women in 
basal conditions shows a greater activity with respect to normal women, the au
thors have tested the functional response of this gland to stimulus with minimal 
effective doses of corticotropin. It was shown that, while in control subjects only 
the metabolites of cortisol were significantly increased, in obese women all mine
ralocorticoids and particularly glucocorticoids respond in a statistically significant 
way. Also the indices of enzyme activities (hydrogenase and particularly 21-hydro
xylase) have confirmed the functional hyperactivity of the adrenal cortex in 
obesity. 
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Cytogenetics of cervical dysplasias 

by 
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Dysplasias of the uterine cervix are difficult to classify cytogenetically for tht: 
following reasons: the most interesting and useful study method by far is the one 
involving direct hypotonic «squash» which, more than cultures, follows the real 
karyotypic arrangement of the cell. 

However, it is well known that in relation to the tissues, this method has various 
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