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caseosa) which could change completely the end results of fatty acids analysis. 
The recognition that centrifugation at 3.500 x g at room temperature can be 
substitued for centrifugation at 20.000 x g for 40 minutes at low temperature 
(< S

°

C) as originally suggested n further increases the availability of the present 
technique. 

SUMMARY 

A simplified method for gas-chromatographic determination of fatty acids in amniotic 
fluid is described. The present results on a series of normal and pathological cases 
further support the conclusions of other investigations that in amniotic fluid a palmitic 
acid/stearic acid ratio equal or greater than 5 is reliable indicator of attained fetal lung 
maturity. 
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Circadian rhythm of plasma oestriol and urinary oestriol 
in pregnancy at term 

by 

N. RAGNI, G. FOGLIA, P. L. VENTURINI, G. L. CAPITANIO and W. BORASO •�

The use of plasma hormonal analyses as a means for establishing the functioning 
and condition of the foeto-placental unit is now widespread. 

Among the various hormones of foeto-placental origin whose use has been 
suggested for the monitoring of pregnancy, the most reliable nowadays seems to 
be oestriol. Its levels in the plasma and urine behave in such a way as to provide 
a sufficiently safe and effective index within the scope of a surveillance pro
gramme, as complete as possible, in the last weeks of pregnancy (1), also because 
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