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SUMMARY 
The Authors report the results of a study 

conduct�d- using the t�ch_nique o� or�an?type cu!
tures of fragments of the uterine body's carci
noma, and conclude that, the method used, may 
contribute to a better knowledge of the biology 
of endometrial carcinoma. 
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The method of culturing in vitro has 
for a long time been employed in stu
dying the biology of neoplastic cells. The 
various techniques at present in use may 
in practice be reduced to two main 
groups: 

1) histiotype cultures;
2) organotype cultures.

With the method of histiotype cultu
res, the culture originates from, in gene
ral, only a small and not necessarily si
gnificant part of the cells composing the 
different tissues of the explant. 

Only recently has it become possible, 
in particular with regard to endometrial 
carcin?ma,, to pe�fect any c?mp_lex te�hn�: 
ques for the maintenance in vitro of cell 
strains that to a great extent retain the 
characters of the original neoplasm ( 1). 

Th e tecnique of organotype cultures is 
much easier to carry out and yet permits 
the « organic » unit of the explant to be 
maintained, thus bringing about an expe
rimental condition much closer to that 
existing in vivo. 

Some results clearly indicate that certain 
functions of the cells, and their sensitivity 
to hormones, are altered or lost in mono
layer cultures, but persist in cultures of 
the organ (2· 3· 4· 5· 6· 7). 

The method of organ cultures has al
ready for some time been successfully ap
plied to the experimental study of the 
hormonal dependence of carcinoma of the 
breast: it has been realized that the be
haviour of the explant, in relation to the 
addition of various hormones to the cul
ture medium, may give useful information 
on the prognosis of the disease and may 
possibly be a guide to therapy ( 8 · 9). 

As regards carcinoma of the body of 
the uterus, the results reported in the 
literature are very scanty and frequently 
contradictory; technical di伍culties are al
so encountered in perfecting a culture 
medium which would be suitable for this 
particular neoplasm. For these reasons 
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