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SUMMARY 

In this work the problem of infibulation in 
female infants in many parts of the world, with 
particular regard to some african countries, is 
discussed. 

A brief review of the infibulation's origin 
and its social implications, is given. 

Attention is paid to both physical and psy­
chological complications. 

Seventeen cases of infibulated women, suc­
cessfully operated by the Authors for surgical 
plastics of disinfibulation, are discussed. 
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The purpose of this study is to discuss 
some aspects of female circumcision in 
some parts of Africa (particolarly in East 
and North Africa). On this subjects, ho­

�e�er, 
_
there h�s ?een � c��siderable con­

fusion in terminology. In literature many 
terms are used to indicate the same su­
bject, while one term is also used to 
express different practices or customs, for 
esample, incision, circumcision and similar 
terms are used indiscriminately to descri­
be different types of mutilation of female 
genital organs. 

TYPES OF CIRCUMCISION 

1) Sunna Circumcision is the opera­
tion reccomended by ISLAM and it con­
sists the entire excision of the prepuce 
of the clitoris. 

2) Simple Excision, in this operation
the clitoris is removed with or without 
parts of Labia Minora (3). 

3) Infibulation, consists of excision of 
the clitoris and the Labia Minora and obli­
teration of the introitus. 

The word Infibulation derives from the 
latin word « Fibula » and refers to the 
means by which the Romans used to fix 
the prepuce to re-enforce and maintain 
chastity; therefore the term infibulation 
should be used only to describe an opera­
tion of the female genital organ such as 
to obtain a complete closure of the vulva­
vaginal vestibule with exeception of a 
small meatus (1); this is the type of ope­
ration that is popular in the Sudan (3) and 
in Somalia. 

Circumcision is a term which should be 
reserved for some type of operation of 
male's genital organ. 

The operation is usually referred to as 
pharaonic circumcision although there is 
no evidence from predynastic or later 
mummies that it was carried out during 
this period of Egyptian history. However 
some greek papyrus in the British museum 
dated 163 B. C. refers to the operation as 
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