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SUMMARY 

The AA. report the results obtained isola
ting both M. Hominis and U. Urealyticum in 
the vaginal exudate of 20 patients with prema
ture membrane's rupture between the 32nd and 
3_8th we_e� of ge.station a;1-d in th�t of �O.P.�
tients with complete membranes, who had deli
vered between the 38th and 42nd week of 
gestation. 

No significative correlation has been found 
between the percentage of mycoplasma's isolation 
and a higher frequence of premature membrane's 
rupture. 
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The clinical importance of vaginal flo
gosis during pregnancy, is also demons
trated by th the continuous and more and 
more frequent reports in literature of pa
thological conditions both foeto-maternal 
and neonatal due to alterations of the 
vaginal echosystem. 

In addition to agents certainly pathoge
nous as Streptococcus但-haemolyticus, Hae
mophilus vaginalis, Candida albicans and 
Trichomonas vaginalis, which can interfe
re negatively on pregnancy, there are re
cent signals of possible negative reper
cussions due to mycoplasmas on the phi
siologic course of pregnancy. 

In 1955 Edward and Freundt used the term 
« mycoplasma», already proposed by Nowack 
in 1929, to classify taxonomically some micro
organisms considered biologically intermedious 
between bacteria and viruses. 

In 1898 Nocard and Roux (1) isolated for 
the first time from如lung of a bovine who 
died of pneumonia, a microorganism (Mycopla
sma micoides), subsequently called PPLO: pleu
ropneumonia-like organism. 

The aetiological role of mycoplasmas in a 
human disease was demonstrated in 1941 by 
Eaton et al.; till nowadays this certainty exists 
only in case of relations between mycoplasma 
pneumoniae and primary atypical pneumonia 
(PAP). Anyhow, « Eaton agent » was not the 
first described in human, because already in 
1937, Dienes and Edsall (2) isolated a strain 
of mycoplasma from an abscess of a Bartholin's 
gland. The importance of Eaton's discover is 
due to the fact that mycoplasmas were for the 
first time considered as certain aetiological agents 
of a human pathological condition. 

S�nce t�en,. particularly in the_ male a_nd
female genitourinary apparatus, various strains 
of mycoplasmas were isolated, however without 
a definitive demonstration of their aetiological 
significance. 

In 1954, Shepard isolated the so called T
strains (3), which are with the Mycoplasma ho
minis the most interesting for the obstetrician 
and gynaecologist. 

Mycoplasmas, taxonomically distinct from 
the bacteria (Schizomycetes) and viruses (Mi
crotatobiotes), are now included in the class 
of the Mollicutes made up by two different 
families, Micoplasmataceae and Acheloplasmata
ceae, and three genera, Mycoplasma (with more 
than 40 species of which 7 isolated in the 
human), Acholeplasma (5 species), and T-strains 
Ureaplasma (1 species) Mycoplasmas are the 
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