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SUMMARY 

The Authors have observed by colposcopy and 
cytology, 401 patients under the age of 20 and 
have compared the results obtained with those 
of a similar control group with ages ranging from 
20 to 25. They observed the incidence of normal 
cervix and of other colposcopic reports. From 
the comparison between the colposcopic and 
cytologic data emerged that the cytopathologic 
diagnosis does not put the cervical alterations of 
inferior level than dysplasia in evidence, in a 
large number cases as colposcopy does. 

There is a very close relation between the 
incidence of pathologic cervical lesions and sexual 
actIVlty. 

Correlation between cervical pathology and 
use of hormonal contraceptives and presence of 
cervico-vaginal phlogosis, was not possible in 
this type of survey. 

The Authors therefore propose a new type 
of mass screening, which should substitute the 
actual one, that is substantially based on cyto 
logy and on early diagnosis rather than pre
vention. 
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The presence of cervical neoplastic 
pathology occurs often around the age of 
30, also if in most cases it does not exceed 
the carcinoma in situ. 

In our observation programme of the 
uterine cervix in various age groups, we 
have studied in a previous publication (1 ) 
the conditions of the cervix during the 
neonatal period, observing the frequent 
pre�ence of ectopia. While we are still 
doing a research on the cervix in the 
如ld like period, we present a study exe
cuted on very young women (over 400 
cases), in order to verify the cervical situa
tion during adolescence. For this purpose 
we have observed the relations betweeP 
the two cervical epithelia, the presence 
and behaviour of ectopia at this age, the 
related phenomena of repair which are 
often associated and the eventual atypical 
deviations in the junctio:; area, which can 
precociously start and prelude many years 
before the evident oncologic symptoms. 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 

The survey has been conducted on 401 patients 
aged between menarche and 20 years, who under
went a cytologic and colposcopic examination. 

The results were compared with those of a 
same number of subjects aged between 20 and 
25 years. 

The patients were not selected, in fact they 
were referred to us from the Clinic and from 
consultants without any primitive ascertainment 
on the uterine cervix condition. 

The eventual e eventual cervical modifications and their 
relation with sexual activity, the use of hor
monal contraceptives and the presence of cervico
vaginal phlogosis were studied in each group. 

The colposcopic pictures were divided into 
four groups: the 1st one includes cases with 
cervix covered by a malpighian epithelium 
(normal cervix); the 2nd one includes cases with 
a glandular esocervical cilindric epithelium, in 
which the e junction area is linear without evident 
repair aspects (ectopia); the 3rd one combines 
the pictures of an ectopia with a regular repair 
ph�n�menon (e�topia十!YPic_al repair); the 4t½
includes cases in which the repair assumed 
irregular aspects with areas of "white epithe
lium", "punctation", "mosaic", "keratosis", ac
cording to the 1975 I nternational Classifica-
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